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Abstract

After more than 1400 years since its inception, the Hejra Calendar still suffers
uncertainty and hence Muslims have still been arguing when a Hejri month begins. The
quarrel is clearly evident in determining the beginning of the religious months:
Ramadan, Shawwal (Eid al-Fitr), Thu al-Hejja (the Standing in Arafat and Eid al-Adh'ha)
and, to a lesser degree, Muharram and Rajab.

This study compares the day Ramadan officially started in Saudi Arabia with the
day that complies with the criteria set forth in the "Determining the Beginning of Lunar
Months Conference" convened in Istanbul, Turkey on 26-29 Thu al-Hejja 1398 AH (27-
30 November 1978). The study period is 1 Ramadan 1380 — 1 Ramadan 1425 AH
(Thursday 16-2-1961 — Friday 15-10-2004 AD).

The study shows: that the classically practiced approach agreed with the
astronomical calculation, as declared in the Istanbul Conference, in 6 out of 46 times
(13%); disagreed in 40 out of 46 times (87%); the crescent moon, at sunset, was below
the horizon 29 out of 46 times (63%); and in 10 out of the 29 times the crescent moon
was so below the horizon, there must have been 2 additional days to pass before
Ramadan was officially declared.
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